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Even though Organic Certification is an annual process, your certificate does not expire after a 
year unless you chose not to renew. 
�
�
0���$��
�����#��
����1��� �

�����������
�������������	������������	?	�����;��	� 
����+���
��������
��������	�������������
��������+��������$��

����
���
�����	�������������� �������	��
�	����%���������������������������
#��������������	��������������������'�����	���%'��� �������
�
“Quat” compounds do not readily rinse from surfaces they are used to clean.  To prevent 
contamination of organic products that contact these surfaces, we do not allow quats to be used 
as cleaners.  Other cleaners are acceptable if rinsed before contact with organic products. 
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If you would like your file to be discussed with someone other than yourself for any reason, 
please contact the office and request a Document Release Form. 
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If you use equipment for both organic and non-organic production or handling, you must clean 
the equipment before used with organic products or land.  Examples of adequate cleaning 
include: 
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-Tillage and planting/transplanting equipment and other equipment with soil contact should be 
washed with water.  High pressure air is not adequate. 
-Spray equipment previously used with prohibited spray material or equipment in contact with 
seed treatment(s) should be washed with water and a cleaning agent followed by a clean water 
rinse.  Nozzles should be removed and manually cleaned of any chemical residue.  
-Equipment that is not readily washable (such as combines, balers, feed grinders, roasters) 
should be cleaned of residue manually or with high pressure air followed by a product purge. 
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List all inputs you will use on your OSP.  Before using new products check the OEFFA and 
OMRI lists to see if they are pre-approved.  If a product is not on either list, please contact the 
office before you use it and we will evaluate it for compliance with the NOP.  We are happy to 
conduct product reviews for clients throughout the year. 
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Multiple family members or neighbors may certify together only under limited circumstances.  If 
the multiple individuals or locations do not operate as a single entity, they must certify 
separately.  If an entity contains many individuals and/or is very complex, we may require that it 
develop an internal control system and certify as a grower group. 
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The NOP sets a high standard for recordkeeping.  Records should trace crops from seed to sale, 
livestock from birth or purchase to death or sale, and products from raw ingredients to sale.  If 
complete and accurate records are not in place or adequately maintained, a noncompliance will 
be issued, which may delay the certification process. 
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Treated lumber is prohibited by the NOP rules for new construction and replacement/repair.  We 
have not reviewed any treated lumber product that is acceptable for use in organics.  Use of 
treated lumber will result in a noncompliance and additional efforts will be necessary to prevent 
contamination of organic products and land. 
�
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All seedlings used to produce certified organic crops must be organically grown except in very 
rare circumstances (see citations, above).  It may be acceptable for seedlings to be grown 
organically in a non-certified facility, but that facility must be included in the OSP and 
inspected. 
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All land must be inspected before crops grown in it can be certified.  If you need a new crop 
grown on previously-inspected land added to the certificate, we can generally do so immediately 
with adequate documentation on the inputs and management; please contact the office for�
details.  If you have a new field that needs added to the certificate, you will need to wait for your 
regular inspection or schedule a spot inspection, at additional cost, to verify compliance.�
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- Manure that is not composted to meet the strict guidelines in the NOP is considered 
“raw” and its use is restricted.  If the product is to be used for human consumption, it 
must be applied to 90 or 120 days before harvest, depending on the crop (crops used for 
livestock feed are exempted). 

- Compost “teas,” even if made without manure, may also be subject to this restriction.  
No foliar application of compost teas to leafy greens is permitted. 

- We do not recommend that OEFFA-certified producers spread manure on frozen ground.  
If no part of the NOP rules is violated, under certain circumstances and with careful 
consideration, it may be acceptable to do so. 
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When purchasing seeds, each grower must document a search for organic seeds.  Once you have 
decided on the crops and varieties you want to plant, contact at least three seed sources that sell 
organic seed and ask for a variety that has the characteristics you are looking for.  If none of 
these dealers carries organic seed with the qualities or in quantities you are looking for, you 
may purchase nonorganic seed that is untreated and non-GMO—make sure you receive 
documentation of this from the dealer.  Cost may not be a factor in deciding whether to purchase 
organic or untreated and non-GMO seeds.  OEFFA has a sample Organic Seed Search and 
Purchase Record available in our audit trail package, which you may request from our office. 
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A herd of dairy cattle may be converted from conventional to organic over a one-year period on 
a certified or third-year transitional farm.  The herd must include all animals of all ages.  
Additional herds may be converted with OEFFA approval, but individual animals may not be 
converted or re-converted to organic. 
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There is no dehorning paste that we can approve under the current NOP regulations. 
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Producers must be careful when selecting all inputs to be used in their Organic system, but teat 
dips can be especially tricky.  Please confirm with the OEFFA Approved Products List or the 
office before using a new or different teat dip.  Some teat dips are restricted to use after milking 
only due to their ingredients.  Soap and water may be used as an udder wash before milking, but 
please be sure the soap is not antibacterial and that the udder is rinsed and wiped after washing. 
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If an animal is sick you must treat it, even if that means it will need to be removed from the 
organic herd.  Once an animal loses its organic status, it can never be certified again.  
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A list of vitamins and minerals approved as feed additives by FDA/AAFCO is available in the 
appendix of the OMRI Generic Materials List.  Anything on this list may also be part of a 
healthcare product that is ingested orally.  Injectable vitamins may be used as drug treatments 
and injectable electrolytes may be used to treat milk fever.  However, you should be sure we 
have reviewed the complete product before you use it. 
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This policy is to assist staff and producers that handle organic products in determining which 
forms they must submit.  Examples are as follows: 

- IA:  A producer grinds feed for his/her own livestock. 
- IB: A producer processes sap to market organic maple syrup. 

*Note: Exceptions may be made to IB for small amounts of product handled/processed on  
a non-commercial operation with OEFFA Certification pre-approval 

- II:  A producer grows grains, and also owns a stand-alone mill 10 miles away s/he would 
like to certify. 

- IIIA:  A custom soybean roaster comes on-farm to roast a producer’s soybeans for his/her 
own livestock. 

- IIIB:  A custom soybean roaster comes on-farm to roast a certified organic producer’s 
soybeans, which the producer plans to sell. 

- IIIC:  A producer takes their soybean crop to a roasting facility before sale or use. 
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Producers and handlers must try to prevent rodents and other pests from accessing facilities and 
organic products.  If this does not work, techniques (such as trapping) and substances (such as 
Vitamin D3) that are approved for organic production may be used, in that order.  If these also 
do not work, additional measures to prevent or remedy infestation may be necessary, please 
contact the office for details and pre-approval. 


